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EDITORIALOPINION
WANT SOMEONE FROM THE NAPLES DAILY NEWS

to speak at your event or club? Please go to
naplesnews.com/customerservice.

Award Ceremony best illustrates this
commitment. On March 13, NCEF
awarded more than $12.25 million to 34
of the most effective organizations
serving underprivileged and at-risk
children in Collier County, as well as
five Strategic Initiatives made up of
community partners that fill funda-
mental gaps in children’s social ser-
vices.

This is yet another great milestone
in the longstanding and widespread
impact we have had on more than
200,000 children in the community, and
it would not be possible without the
Naples Winter Wine Festival and its
generous supporters worldwide.

In fact, 34 percent of bidders and 50
percent of total attendees fly into Na-
ples from out of town to join us for
three days in the best in wine and food,
and the promise of year-round impact
for children in need.

Attendees at our NWWF do have a
lot of fun. It may be that the unique and
exciting experience of our festival is
what initially attracts so many from
outside our local community to fly into
Naples and to join us — there truly is

The high-energy
atmosphere and excite-
ment that guests experi-
ence at the Naples Win-
ter Wine Festival
(NWWF) inspires a level
of global giving that is

unmatched by peer organizations.
The festival provides one-of-a-kind

experiences that attract philanthropists
near and far.

Yet the ultimate purpose of the
event, which is clear to attendees
throughout the weekend, is to improve
the physical, emotional and health out-
comes of children in need in Collier
County. We turn that purpose into ac-
tion through our commitment to allo-
cating 100 percent of the funds raised
at the festival’s live auction directly to
our community’s underserved children
— no matter where our donors come
from, their contributions stay behind to
provide resources to children of this
community all year-round.

The Naples Children & Education
Foundation’s (NCEF) annual Grants

nothing like it. But we make sure that
our attendees understand the real pur-
pose of the weekend and are inspired
by the good that their spending can do.

The festival emphasizes the mantra
“It’s all for the Kids” throughout the
weekend. It all starts with Meet the
Kids Day, a chance for attendees to
meet the children they are helping
one-on-one and understand the positive
change that the past and upcoming
festivals fuel. It is a combination of the
excitement of the festival and inspira-
tion of the foundation that motivates
guests to come from far and wide and
lift their paddles on auction day.

The exhilaration of the festival in-
spires extraordinary displays of gener-
osity. This generosity is what enables
Collier County to provide such critical
services for children in need. It is that
combination of excitement and proven
impact that continues to attract people
from far and wide. While they may give
quietly to their own local charities, they
still part with their dollars to help our
kids here in Collier County year after
year.

When that one weekend of fun is

over and our out-of-town guests leave,
their dollars stay behind to provide
help to kids in need for the next 12
months. This is so imperative because
the need is palpable. The Naples Winter
Wine Festival is the Foundation’s main
fundraiser and a critical source of sup-
port in Collier County. Without it, the
many vital health and education ser-
vices that we help provide for children
would not exist at all. In a county with
no independent, tax-based, public fi-
nancial support for children’s social
services, we gladly take on the respon-
sibility of bridging this gap.

When the festival concludes, our
out-of-town guests return home, but
their generous donations remain here
to help kids long beyond their stay. By
attracting attention, donations and
sponsorships from within the local
community and beyond, the festival
provides NCEF with the resources to
make an incredible impact on local
children all year long.

We intend to keep both the fun, but
more importantly the spirit of generos-
ity, alive in Naples for many years to
come.

International support, community impact
DAVE GIBBONS

Today is Sunday, March 19,
the 78th day of 2017. There
are 287 days left in the year.

On this date in:

1863: The Confederate
cruiser Georgiana, was
scuttled off Charleston, S.C.,
on its maiden voyage to
prevent it from falling into
Union hands.

1945: During World War II,
724 people were killed
when a Japanese dive
bomber attacked the carrier
USS Franklin off Japan (the
ship was saved). 

2003: President George W.
Bush ordered the start of
war against Iraq. (Because
of the time difference, it
was early March 20 in Iraq.)

Today in
history

WASHINGTON - The
Lord giveth and the Lord
taketh away, but for govern-
ments it’s not that easy.
Once something is given —
say, health insurance cov-
erage to 20 million Amer-

icans — you take it away at your peril.
This is true for any government benefit,
but especially for health care. There’s a
reason not one Western democracy with
some system of national health care has
ever abolished it.

The genius of the left is to keep enlarg-
ing the entitlement state by creating new
giveaways that are politically impossible
to repeal. For 20 years, Republicans railed
against the New Deal. Yet, when they
came back into office in 1953, Eisenhower
didn’t just keep Social Security, he ex-
panded it.

People hated Obamacare for its high-
handedness, incompetence and cost. At
the same time, its crafters took great care
to create new beneficiaries and new ex-
pectations. Which makes repeal very com-
plicated.

The Congressional Budget Office pro-
jects that, under Paul Ryan’s Obamacare
replacement bill, 24 million will lose insur-
ance within 10 years, 14 million after the
first year.

Granted, the number is highly suspect.
CBO projects 18 million covered by the
Obamacare exchanges in 2018. But the
number today is about 10 million. That
means the CBO estimate of those losing
coverage is already about 8 million too
high.

Nonetheless, there will be losers. And
their stories will be plastered across the

media as sure as night follows day.
That scares GOP moderates. And yet

the main resistance to Ryan comes from
conservative members complaining that
the bill is not ideologically pure enough.
They mock it as Obamacare Lite.

For example, Ryan wants to ease the
pain by phasing out Medicaid expansion
through 2020. The conservative Repub-
lican Study Committee wants it done next
year. This is crazy. For the sake of two
year’s savings, why would you risk a polit-
ical crash landing?

Moreover, the idea that you can eradi-
cate Obamacare root and branch is fanci-
ful. For all its catastrophic flaws, Obama-
care changed expectations. Does any Re-
publican propose returning to a time when
you can be denied health insurance be-
cause of a pre-existing condition?

It’s not just Donald Trump who ran on
retaining this new, yes, entitlement. Ev-
eryone did. But it’s very problematic. If
people know that they can sign up for
insurance after they get sick, the very
idea of insurance is undermined. People
won’t sign up when healthy and the insur-
ance companies will go broke.

So what do you do? Obamacare imposed
a monetary fine if you didn’t sign up, for
which the Ryan bill substitutes another
mechanism, less heavy-handed but still
government-mandated.

The purists who insist upon entirely
escaping the heavy hand of government
are dreaming. The best you can hope for
is to make it less intrusive and more ratio-
nal, as in the Ryan plan’s block-granting
Medicaid.

Or instituting a more realistic age-
rating system. Sixty-year-olds use six
times as much health care as 20-year-olds,
yet Obamacare decreed, entirely arbi-

trarily, that the former could be charged
insurance premiums no more than three
times that of the latter. The GOP bill
changes the ratio from 3-to-1 to 5-to-1.

Premiums better reflecting risk consti-
tute a major restoration of rationality. (It’s
how life insurance works.) Under Obama-
care, the young were unwilling to be swin-
dled and refused to sign up. Without their
support, the whole system is thus headed
into a death spiral of looming insolvency.

Rationality, however, has a price. The
CBO has already predicted a massive
increase in premiums for 60-year-olds.
That’s the headline.

There is no free lunch. GOP hard-liners
must accept that Americans have become
accustomed to some new health care bene-
fits, just as moderates have to brace them-
selves for stories about the inevitable
losers in any reform. That’s the political
price for fulfilling the seven-year promise
of repealing and replacing Obamacare.

Unless, of course, you go the full Ma-
chiavelli and throw it all back on the Dem-
ocrats. How? Republicans could forget
about meeting the arcane requirements of
“reconciliation” legislation (which re-
quires only 51 votes in the Senate) and
send the Senate a replacement bill loaded
up with everything conservative — in-
cluding, tort reform and insurance compe-
tition across state lines. That would re-
quire 60 Senate votes. Let the Democrats
filibuster it to death — and take the blame
when repeal-and-replace fails, Obamacare
carries on and then collapses under its
own weight.

Upside: You reap the backlash. Down-
side: You have to live with your con-
science.

Charles Krauthammer’s email address
is letters@charleskrauthammer.com.

The real world of Obamacare repeal
CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER

Actress Renee Taylor (“The
Nanny”) is 84. Actress
Phyllis Newman (“To Tell
The Truth”) is 84. Actress
Ursula Andress (“Dr. No,”
“Casino Royale”) is 81.
Singer Clarence
“Frogman” Henry is 80.
Singer Ruth Pointer of the
Pointer Sisters is 71. Actress
Glenn Close is 70. Film
producer Harvey
Weinstein is 65. Actor
Bruce Willis is 62. Actress
Mary Scheer (“iCarly,”
“MadTV”) is 54. Guitarist-
keyboardist Gert Bettens
of K’s Choice is 47. Rapper
Bun B of UGK is 44.
Drummer Zach Lind of
Jimmy Eat World is 41.
Actress Abby Brammell is
38. Actor Craig Lamar
Traylor (“Malcolm in the
Middle”) is 28. Actor Philip
Bolden (“Are We There
Yet?”) is 22.

Today’s
birthdays

He that overcometh shall
inherit all things; and I will
be his God, and he shall be
my son. — Revelation 21:7

Bible quote

“Obviously the facts are
never just coming at you
but are incorporated by an
imagination that is formed
by your previous
experience. Memories of
the past are not memories
of facts but memories of
your imaginings of the
facts.” — Philip Roth

Today’s quote

Then & Now 

FILE

Test your local history knowledge with the weekly Then & Now quiz.

Recognize this Naples site? If you think you know what’s there now, go to www.naplesnews.com, click the “business” tab and then the quick link

“breaking ground” to enter your answer. We’ll print the answer here next week. 

Last week’s answer: Naples Bay Resort, 1500 Fifth Ave. S.

Last week’s winner: Paul Lindabury


