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H
uddled beneath
a chickee hut
outside Lake
Park Elemen-
tary School in
Naples on Tues-
day morning,
third-graders
Corey Owens
and Tristan
Fredrickson

studied the sheets of paper laid out in
front of them.

On them were pictures of wood
storks, river otters, anhingas, os-
preys and snail kites — all inhabitants
of the Everglades.

“The Everglades keeps us alive and
helps the animals,” said Corey, 9.
“And we get water from there.”

It’s a message Eric Eikenberg, CEO
of the nonprofit Everglades Founda-
tion, and the rest of his team are hop-
ing to spread across the state as they
travel from Miami to Naples, Bonita
Springs, Estero, Fort Myers, Sanibel,
Fort Lauderdale and Islamorada.

The Everglades “is the water sup-
ply for 8 million Floridians,” Eiken-
berg told the more than a dozen Lake
Park Elementary third-graders. “It’s
the home to 77 endangered or threat-
ened species, birds or animals and
plants. But it’s also the economic life-
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TOP: Everglades Foundation CEO Eric Eikenberg talks to a
group of third-graders at Lake Park Elementary School on
Tuesday. ABOVE: The Everglades Foundation stopped at the
school as a part of its #NowOrNeverglades bus tour to help
raise awareness of the need to protect the Everglades. 

It’s Now or
Neverglades 

Everglades Foundation bus tour makes a stop in Naples to talk about

importance — environmental and economic — of natural resource
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“When they’re getting their hands

dirty in the learning, they retain it so

much better. And it’s fun. It ties in

nature.”

PRINCIPAL CHRIS MARKER

The Naples Winter Wine Festival has
released a final list of wow-er-than-ever
prize auction lots for its 2017 auction, and
even board members admit to having
their noses pressed against the figurative
store window. 

“We did this to ourselves,” said Brian
Cobb, one of the co-chairs of the festival
Jan. 27-29. “We tried to have a lot of ingre-
dients in a lot of lots this year. We tried to
mix it up, and we had a lot more input from
board members than we usually do.”

The festival, which has brought in $146
million for its Naples Children & Educa-

tion Foundation, swaps places nearly ev-
ery year with Napa Valley as top-grossing
festival. It has topped Wine Spectator’s
Top Ten Charity Wine list for at least eight
of the last 12 years.

Among its initiatives have been devel-
opment of the NCEF Early Childhood Cen-
ter in East Naples, its child care partner-
ship and construction of a primary care
clinic in Immokalee, and its “Lunch Boxes
of Love” that provide nutritious food to
children who might otherwise go hungry
or be undernourished.

NCEF raises money through its $10,000
per couple Naples Winter Wine Festival
each January. The festival has become
known for both its vintner dinners, which

pairs celebrity chefs and well-known vine-
yards, and a wine auction that includes ex-
periential packages found nowhere else in
the world.

Among the travel covetables just an-
nounced:

» An exclusive week on the private
Australian island of Virgin Group mag-
nate Sir Richard Branson. Among its of-
ferings: a sunset cruise on the island’s air-
craft carrier barge and a gourmet picnic
on its secluded Northshore beaches.

» A skiing adventure that includes pri-
vate jet transportation to a private ski and
golf community, the Yellowstone Club, 

See ‘Hamilton’? Sail to Havana?
Prizes set for Winter Wine Fest 
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Sebastian Maniscalco will perform for the
highest bidder at the festival auction.
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As far as locals can
remember, Tuesday
was the first time Bill
Clinton, or any former
or sitting U.S. president
for that matter, had
made a campaign ap-

pearance in Immokalee.
But they say that years ago, Clinton

had a profound impact on Immokalee
that lingers to this day.

It was Clinton, they recall, who
signed the North American Free Trade
Agreement in 1993, a bill that forever
changed the Immokalee economy.

The wide-ranging trade agreement
did several things. One of particular
note in Southwest Florida opened U.S.
markets to tomatoes and other vegeta-
bles grown in Mexico.

With lower labor prices and fewer
regulations than U.S. farms, Mexico
was able to flood the market with inex-
pensive produce. U.S. vegetable grow-
ers, including many in Immokalee,
went out of business.

“I don’t ever remember” a presiden-
tial visit, said Ed Olesky, owner of the
Lake Trafford Marina and a longtime
Immokalee civic leader. “This one
would be something special because he
signed NAFTA, which pretty much
killed farming here.”

Immokalee
is OK with
Clinton, but
not NAFTA 

BRENT BATTEN
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A Big Cypress Elementary student
was struck in the face by a substitute
teacher on Thursday, according to of-
ficials investigating the incident.

A witness said a person struck a
student in the face at Big Cypress Ele-
mentary on Thursday, according to
the Collier County Sheriff’s Office.
The Collier County School District
confirmed the person was a substitute
teacher. The district said the teacher
is suspended and will not be working
for Collier County Public Schools until
the incident is resolved. 

A school employee reported the in-
cident to Big Cypress Elementary
Principal Diana Little after witness-
ing the teacher hit the student in the
face, reports said. Little reported the
incident to the school district and
CCSO.

Natalie Harrell, a spokeswoman
for the Florida Department of Chil-
dren and Families, said the depart-
ment is working with CCSO and the
school district to investigatet.

CCPS spokesman Greg Turchetta
said the district could not provide
comment on an active investigation. 

CCSO: Teacher
struck Collier
elementary
student in face
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Ge t t h e
F l u S h o t

Your vote...and your health...are important!

Vote & Vax
Vote early in Collier
County and Consider
getting a Flu Shot!

Get your flu shot from 10am-2pm on the
following dates and early voting locations:

Collier County Government Complex
3311 Tamiami Trl E, Naples, FL
Oct. 28, 29, 30, Nov. 4 & 5

North Collier Regional Park
15000 Livingston Rd, Naples, FL
Oct. 28, 29, 30, Nov. 4 & 5

It’s important for seniors to get the flu shot in order
to promote wellness. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention statistics showed that only 59.7%

of seniors in Collier County actually got the flu shot
in 2013. By getting the shot today, you can keep

yourself healthy!

Marco Island Library
210 S Heathwood Drive, Marco Island, FL

Oct. 27 & Nov. 3

Everglades City-Behind City Hall:
205 Buckner Ave N, Everglades City, FL

Oct. 25 & Nov. 1

Golden Gate Community Center
4701 Golden Gate Pkwy, Naples, FL
Oct. 28, 29, 30, Nov. 4 & 5

where lot winners could run into — not lit-
erally, they hope — members such as Jus-
tin Timberlake, Bill Gates and Jennifer
Garner on the slopes. Next, jet to Deer Val-
ley for a stay in suites at the slopeside St.
Regis and more skiing. 

» Sailing, by private yacht, to Havana
for a luxury Cuban holiday in a nation on
the brink of change and with new interest
in and from the U.S.. 

» A seven-day fresh-air feast, with
hideaway hikes on lesser known trails and
close looks at attractions such as Old
Faithful at Yellowstone Park. A transfer to
an Amangan deluxe suite overlooking ski
and hiking mecca Jackson Hole includes
offroad tours and more. Visits to Zion Na-
tional Park and both rims of the Grand
Canyon will offer similar adventures.

» A suite for two weeks on The World to
winner’s choice ports of call, with five of
those nights onboard with Ann Colgin and
Joe Wender, of Colgin Cellars; a private
onboard dinner party and vertical wine
tasting with the ship’s sommelier are in-
cluded. 

» A week absorbing wine, culinary and
cultural experiences across Argentina,
with private tango lessons, spa treatments
and VIP wine tastings. There’s a private
dinner at celebrity chef Francis Mall-
man’s restaurant, where he presides over
the pit cooking that has brought him inter-
national fame. 

» A week at Villa Paraiso, a sweeping
open-air home on a private beach in Man-
zanillo, Mexico, with views of both the Si-
erra Madre Mountains and the Pacific
Ocean from its dual-level infinity-edge
pool.

Experiential packages have two unor-
thodox offerings. One is a Madison Square
Garden suite “donated to us by the owner,”
said Cobb; the other is a trip with top ame-
nities to see a concert that pulls in music
stars like Florence and the Machine, the
Lumineers, Buddy Guy and Lenny Kra-
vitz:

» A three-city, three-nation hop among
Broadway, to see the musical sensation
“Hamilton”; the elegant Schloss Elmau
spa and retreat in the Bavarian Alps; and
an exclusive Chopard Jewelry event in
Geneva.

» The luxury suite at Madison Square
Garden for 20 people, with your choice
from a variety of high-profile events, such
as concerts by Billy Joel or Ariana
Grande, a New York Knicks game or The
Westminster Dog Show.

» Four platinum tickets to the dream
rock concert known as BottleRock. Last
year the trip for four to the three-day Na-
pa Valley concert of music giants was so
coveted it went for $240,000 — and two
other bidders matched it to bring in
around $750,000 for the 2016 Naples Win-
ter Wine Festival. It includes lodging, pri-
vate shuttle to premium seats, meals pre-
pared by name chefs and more.

» The Concours d’Elegance at Pebble
Beach, with chauffeured service in a
Bentley, to see 200 of the most prized col-
lector cars in the world. Weekend lodgings
are at a private home on 20 acres in the
Santa Ynez Valley, with one night at San
Ysidro Ranch in Santa Barbara.

» A private performance by hot-ticket
comedian Sebastian Maniscalco. The win-
ner chooses the destination, and Maniscal-
co unloads his manic takes on what every-
one is thinking for 50 people of the win-
ner’s choosing. 

» VIP access to the “Project Runway”
season finale in New York City and a meet-
and-greet with supermodel-business-
woman Heidi Klum, plus tickets to the Mi-
chael Kors and Zac Posen fashion shows.
Included among meals at haute cuisine
places is a dinner at Fowler & Wells, celeb-
rity chef Tom Colicchio’s new restaurant. 

Two things are important to the spirit of
the festival, according to Cobb: That “ev-
erything under the tent goes toward the
children,” that is, bettering the lives and
futures of children in Collier County; and
that the festival stay true to its title as a
wine festival

“That’s important to us. We tried to pair
a wine component with as many lots as
possible,” Cobb said. Even the BottleRock
concert has an evening dedicated to good
wine, food and a concert with two of the
NWWF 2017 co-chairs, Jeff Gargiulo and
Valerie Boyd, at their nearby vineyard.

Some of the lots are expressly dedicat-
ed to appreciating wine, including:

» A private visit to the home of Krug
Champagne in Reims, France, where win-
ners will open and taste “Krug Collection
1966,” one of the last of the bottles in the
Krug cellar.

» Three nights in an 18th century guest
house in Beaune, France, the wine capital
of Burgundy, including a personal visit of
Maison Joseph Drouhin’s historic cellars.
It comes with private dinner in their 13th
century cellar and an exclusive tour
through Burgundy’s best vineyards.

» An 11-night package stay in Venice,
Verona, Valpolicella, Montalcino and
Bolgheri. Lot winners will enjoy events
such as a vertical tasting of top Allegrini
wines, dinner at its historic Villa Della Tor-
re and a private visit to the Peggy Guggen-
heim Collection in Venice.

Wine Fest
Continued from Page 3A

ing enough detailed invoices and re-
ceipts for their work.

“I have spoken to the county com-
missioners and will have shortly spo-
ken to all of the potential county com-
missioners,” Brock said. “The indica-
tion I get is that this nonsense that has
been going on with Leo and my office
is going to stop, of which I am 100 per-
cent in agreement with.”

Brock said he will work with the
new commissioners to stay out of
court.

“It’s impossible for me to deter-
mine what’s going to happen,” Brock
said. “I can tell you that the sentiment
I have gotten is that we need to cut
this crap out and work to a common
objective we can all live with. It’s not
us versus them. It’s about what’s best
for the public.”

Brock had little choice but to end
the latest lawsuit, said lawyers repre-
senting the county. The fact that the
Second District Court of Appeals up-
held the lower court’s decision to toss

the case without issuing an opinion of
its own made any further appeal
“nearly impossible,” said Jamie Cole,
the county’s lawyer in the case.

How the two sides move forward is
up to the clerk, Ochs said.

“We’ll keep following the board’s
procurement ordinance,” Ochs said.
“We’re just happy this is behind us
and we can keep doing the public’s
business.”

Two of Brock’s sharpest critics on
the commission are leaving their
seats at the end of the month, includ-
ing Georgia Hiller, who resigned
from the commission two years early
to run against Brock for clerk in the
August primary, and Tim Nance, who
called Brock the “poster child of dys-
function.”

New blood, and the end of the elec-
tion, will only help the two offices get
along out of court, Commissioner
Penny Taylor said.

“It’ll help a lot not to have a com-
missioner try to run for the clerk of
courts job,” Taylor said. “I think that
really sullied the whole thing and in-
flamed a situation that was already
bad enough. It just became a bully
pulpit and morphed into something
uncomfortable for everybody.”

Clerk 
Continued from Page 1A

In a letter to addressed to Florida
Gulf Coast University students, facul-
ty, staff and alumni Monday, univer-
sity President Wilson Bradshaw
pledged to continue the conversation
generated by a racially charged draw-
ing that was found in a campus class-
room on Oct. 12.

The drawing, and a belief by some
that FGCU was too slow to respond to
the incident, sparked a campus pro-
test last week that drew an estimated
250 people.

Bradshaw
pens note
on racial
slur fallout 
DAN DELUCA
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA
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Wilson Bradshaw, president of Florida Gulf
Coast University, talks with students during
a protest Thursday on campus in Fort Myers.
More than 250 students were protesting
after a racial slur was found by a faculty
member in a campus building on Oct. 12. 


