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IT’S A CELLPHONE-CRAZY WORLD
Can’t be separated from your phone? 

You’re not alone. 
And there’s a phobia for that. PAGE 9A

Millions of orders for new 
iPhone 5 send Apple stock 

to $700. BUSINESS | 1B

“Oh my God, I can see. ... I can see all the way over there.”
Victoria Marez, Golden Gate Middle School student

By Kristine Gill
kmgill@naplesnews.com; 239-403-6174

From his seat at a cafeteria bench, 
Juan Torres, 12, couldn’t read the yel-
low “reserved for students” sign on the 
table across from him. 

His Golden Gate Middle School class-
mate, Esteban Perez, 12, couldn’t make 
out the words on the red “exit” sign over 
the doors, although he knew what it said.  

In class, each admitted it was easier to 
look off  a friend’s worksheet than to try 

to read the board. 
“I’d always ask my partner to tell me 

the answer,” added Victoria Marez, 13. 
“That’s what I did every day,” Juan 

said. 
On Tuesday, the trio was among 

100 Golden Gate Middle School stu-
dents who each received two free pairs 
of glasses — one for home and one for 

school — through the Florida Vision 
Quest program, which has screened 
and outfi tted more than 170,000 at-risk 
or underprivileged students across the 
state since its inception.

“Oh my God, I can see,” Victoria said 
after shoving a pair of pink translucent 
frames onto her face. “I can see all the 
way over there.” 

Trustees with Naples Children & Edu-
cation Foundation, founders of Naples 

See better, learn better
 ■ Donated glasses open new windows of opportunity for Collier students

DANIA MAXWELL/STAFF

Briana Desravines tries on a new pair of eyeglasses Tuesday at Golden Gate Middle School. “Whoa, it’s so clear,” she said. 

naplesnews.com
For a video report and more photos

By Ken Thomas 
and Jim Kuhnhenn
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — President 
Barack Obama declared 
Tuesday night the occu-
pant of the Oval Offi  ce 
must “work for everyone, 
not just for some,” jabbing 
back at Mitt Romney’s 
jarring statement that as a 
candidate, he doesn’t wor-

ry about the 47 percent of 
the country that pays no 
income taxes.

Romney neither dis-
avowed nor apologized 
for his remarks, which in-
cluded an observation that 
nearly half of the country 

believe they are victims 
and entitled to a range of 
government support.  In-
stead, Romney cast his 
comment as evidence of 
a fundamental diff erence 
with Obama over the econ-
omy, adding the federal 
government should not 
“take from some to give to 
the others.” 

Presidential campaign

Words fly at a dizzying pace
 ■ Romney’s ‘47 percent’ remark turns up the buzz

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mitt Romney walks from his plane Tuesday in Salt 
Lake City, where he explained his remark about near-
ly half of the country being victims as a fundamental 
difference with President Obama on the economy.

INSIDE | PAGE 4A
Romney gets math right, but 
number includes many groups.

NATION | CHICAGO TEACHERS 

Union votes to go 
back to classroom
CHICAGO — Chicago’s teachers 
agreed Tuesday to return to the 
classroom today after more than a 
week on the picket lines, ending a 
stalemate over teacher evaluations
and job security. PAGE 10A

NEAPOLITAN | COOKING

Nut butters are creamy 
additions to recipes
Cashew, macadamia and other nut 
butters are a versatile ingredient to 
spread on sandwiches or substitute
for peanuts in cookies. But they 
really shine as a subtle background 
fl avor in sauces, vegetables and 
appetizers. PAGE 1D

By Liz Freeman
lfreeman@naplesnews.com; 239-263-4778 

More than 25 percent of adults 
in Florida are obese today, and 
the rate could more than double 
in 20 years and take a huge toll 
on health-care costs if nothing 
changes, a study released Tues-
day shows.

The state’s obesity rate among 
adults, now at 26.6 percent, 
could increase to 58.6 percent 
by 2030 if there is no progress
in obesity prevention, according 
to the Trust for America’s Health 
and the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation. 

The two nonprofi t, nonpar-
tisan organizations focus on 
health-related issues and have 
examined what’s happening
with obesity in the United States
for the past 5 years.

What’s new this year is a 2030 
obesity forecast for each state. 
All 50 states could have obesity
rates above 44 percent by 2030 
if nothing changes.

Collier County this year ranks 
as the fourth-healthiest county 
in the state, a slip from the top 
spot for 2010 and 2011, accord-
ing to a diff erent report released 
this spring by Robert Wood 
Johnson. Lee County this year 
ranks 24th. The county health 

Obesity in Florida 

Battle 
of bulge 
getting 
costlier

 ■ Study cites more 
danger if state rate 
doubles in 20 years

See OBESITY, 4A

See GLASSES, 4A

See CAMPAIGN, 4A
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By Alan Fram
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mitt Romney 
got the math about right. But 
when he said 47 percent of 
Americans pay no income 
taxes and are “dependent on 
government,” he blurred to-
gether half or more of the en-
tire country, ranging from the 
nation’s neediest to its middle 
class, and even some of its 
richest families. 

Forty-six percent of the 
country’s potential taxpay-
ers — 76 million — paid no 
federal income taxes last year, 
according to a study by the 
Tax Policy Center. 

While it’s true most of those 
nonpayers are poor, the num-
bers include many others who 
got tax breaks because they are 
old, have children in college 
or didn’t owe taxes on inter-
est from state and local bonds. 
And of those who didn’t write 
checks to the IRS, 6 in 10 still 
paid Social Security and Medi-
care payroll taxes, and more 
than that paid federal excise 
taxes on items such as gaso-
line, alcohol and cigarettes, 
said Roberton Williams, who 
analyzes taxes at the center. 

On the spending side,  

150 million peo-
ple — slightly 
less than half 
the country — 
received ben-
efits last year 
from one or 
more federal 
programs, ac-
cording to the 
Census Bureau. 

A look at just the four big-
gest programs shows how 
varied their often-overlapping 
recipients can be. There were 
50 million collecting Social Se-
curity and 46 million getting 
Medicare health coverage for 
the elderly — programs that 
pay everyone regardless of 
income. Eighty million were 
living in households getting 
Medicaid medical coverage, 
and 48 million were in fami-
lies receiving food stamps, 
which are limited to the poor. 

Combined, those numbers 
belie a political point that 
Romney, the Republican presi-
dential candidate, was making 
when he spoke at a secretly 
recorded Florida fundraiser 
in May.  

About 47 percent, he said, 
“will vote for the president no 
matter what.” But that’s not so 
for the elderly, who favored 

Romney over President Barack 
Obama 52 percent to 42 percent 
in an Associated Press-GfK 
poll last month, and it wouldn’t 
be true for millions of middle-
class or wealthy voters either.

“A significant fraction 
of government entitlement 
benefits are neither poor nor 
necessarily supporters of the 
Democratic Party, and many 
pay significant income taxes,” 
said Robert Reischauer, a fel-
low at the Urban Institute and 
former head of the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office. 

According to the Tax Policy 
Center study, 38 million — half 
of those who owe no federal 
income taxes — escape ow-
ing money to the IRS because 
their income is too low. For 
them, merely using the stan-
dard deduction, personal ex-
emptions and other basic parts 
of the tax code allow them to 
avoid income taxes.

On top of that, about one in 
five others who don’t owe fed-
eral income taxes — nearly 17 
million potential taxpayers — 
benefit from tax breaks for the 
elderly. These include the ex-
clusion of taxes on part of their 
Social Security benefits and a 
higher standard deduction.

About 12 million avoid in-

come taxes because they use 
the earned income tax credit
for low-income workers, the 
child tax credit and other 
breaks for low-earning fami-
lies with children. 

Two million take advan-
tage of a tax credit for col-
lege expenses, enacted under 
Obama, and other education 
tax breaks. Millions of others 
owe nothing because taxes are 
not paid on welfare and other 
income support programs; be-
cause of deductions for busi-
ness costs, alimony, moving
and other expenses; and be-
cause capital gains tax rates 
can drop to zero for some as-
sets held for longer than a year. 

Romney’s comment rip-
pled into congressional races 
from Florida to Connecticut 
and into Senate contests, too. 
Throughout, Democrats tried
to tie Romney to Republican 
candidates they said would 
make policies that favor the 
rich over the less fortunate.

“When you are running to 
be president, you normally
don’t insult half of America,” 
said a fundraising letter for
former West Palm Beach, Fla., 
Mayor Lois Frankel, a Demo-
crat trying to unseat Republi-
can Rep. Allen West.

Romney’s ‘47 percent’ includes many groups

ranking looked at smoking, obesity, ex-
ercise, driving responsibly and other 
measures.

Collier’s obesity rate this year is  
21 percent and Lee’s is 26 percent.

“The obesity and inactivity epidem-
ics are of great concern to us from a 
public health perspective,” Deb Mill-
sap, director of nutrition for the Col-
lier County Health Department, said 
Tuesday in response to the new study. 
“There is a new norm today that belly 
fat is OK. However, belly fat is strongly 
associated not just with obesity, but 
with chronic diseases, including diabe-
tes, high blood pressure, heart disease 
and certain cancers, to name a few.”

The health department works with 
the Smart Growth Coalition in Col-
lier to help promote active living with 
the installation of sidewalks and bike 
paths, and it works with the Safe and 
Healthy Children’s Coalition to ad-
dress childhood obesity.

“However, as much as the obesity 
and inactivity epidemics require com-
munity-wide solutions, we know each 
individual and each family can make a 
difference,” Millsap said. “Choosing to 
eat and feed your children healthy food 
and exercising together as a family can 
go a long way toward helping you and 
your loved ones from having a com-
promised quality of life or shortened 
lifespan because of chronic diseases 
related to obesity.”

The national report points out that 
while the annual medical cost related 
to obesity is difficult to calculate, it 
could run as high as $210 billion na-
tionally, or $147 billion on the low end. 
The tab could go up by $48 billion to 
as much as $66 billion by 2030 if the 
nation’s obesity problem continues on 
its same course.

Lee Memorial Healthcare System 
in Lee County is part of a local group 
working to reduce obesity in the com-
munity for better health.

“We are not surprised by the find-
ings because they have been trending 
in this direction for a long time,” Mary 
Briggs, Lee Memorial spokeswoman, 
said of the national report. “Our Com-
munity Health Visioning 2017 initia-
tive has been working to reverse the 
trend by collaborating with businesses 
and organizations to find ways for our 
community to be knowledgeable about 
and engage in a healthy lifestyle.”

Despite the gloom, the study shows 
states could dramatically reduce 
health-care costs if people reduce body 
mass index by 5 percent by 2030.

“We know a lot more how to prevent 
obesity than we did 10 years ago,” Jeff 
Levi, executive director for Trust for 
America’s Health, said Tuesday. 

He and Michelle Larkin, deputy di-
rector for health at Robert Wood John-
son, emphasized that tackling obesity 
is a shared responsibility among in-
dividuals, communities, schools and 
employers, and through government 
prevention initiatives. 

“If we punish people for making cer-
tain choices, that isn’t going to make 
the culture change,” he said. “Govern-
ment can’t make these changes. Every-
body has to come together to fix it.”

They recommended investments in 
obesity prevention and emphasized 
the importance of nutritious school-
based meals, physical education pro-
grams in schools and increased access 
to healthier foods. One solution could 
be working with farmers markets to 
allow debit transactions for people re-
ceiving food stamp assistance.

Schools can help through formal 
physical education programs.

“Exercising 20 minutes a day makes 
a huge difference,” Levi said. “Integrat-
ing 20 minutes of physical (exercise) 
in a school system isn’t hard to do. It 
doesn’t require a physical education 
program.”

If Florida’s obesity rate is allowed 
to continue on its same course, there 
would be more than 2.4 million new 
cases of type-2 diabetes, 6 million new 
cases of heart disease and stroke, and 
more than 5 million new cases of hy-
pertension, according to the study.

In addition, 3.2 million Floridians 
will develop arthritis and another 
870,000 residents could have obesity-
related cancer.

“The future health and wealth of our 
nation is at stake, and we can’t have 
a thriving nation without a healthy 
population,” said Larkin, with Robert 
Wood Johnson.

To see the report, go to healthy 
americans.org or naplesnews.com.

OBESITY
from 1A

Winter Wine Festival, raised 
$750,000 to pay for testing 
and frames for Collier Coun-
ty students. About 7,500 stu-
dents were tested and about  
20 percent are expected to 
need glasses. 

Juan and Victoria had 
glasses before. But Juan’s last 
visit to an eye doctor was in 
2008, and he lost his eyeglass-
es over the summer. Victoria’s 
were broken.

“I never saw that before,” 
Juan said after trying his 
new frames on and pointing 
to words on signs across the 
cafeteria.  

Kelly Haynes, executive 
director of Florida Vision 
Quest, shared the story of 
her vision problems with 
students after they got their 
glasses. As a fifth-grader, she 
told them she earned Ds and 
Fs in school and sat in the 
back of the classroom chat-
ting with friends. Teachers 
and her mother thought she 
just needed to work harder 

and pay attention. She failed 
fifth grade, but when they 
learned she needed glasses, 
everything changed. 

Without glasses, “I couldn’t 
see the big ‘E’ on the eye chart,” 
said Haynes, who started earn-
ing top grades in school. 

While screening students 
in Collier a few weeks ago, 
Haynes said she encountered 
those who had never had cor-
rective lenses, students who 
lost their glasses or needed 
an update prescription. 
Struggling in school, she 
told them, could be a result 

of those problems. 
“It’s not them; it’s a vision

issue,” she said. 
Superintendent Kamela Pat-

ton spoke to students along-
side trustees from the educa-
tion foundation. 

“The key phrase for this 
whole program is if you can’t 
see, you can’t learn,” Trustee 
John Scot Mueller said. 

Following the assembly, the 
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
grade students were dismissed 
for class. 

“Put your glasses on,” Juan 
told his friends. “Let’s go.” 

GLASSES
from 1A

DANIA MAXWELL/STAFF

Kelly Haynes, right, executive director of Vision Quest, matches prescription eyeglasses to a student at Golden Gate Middle School on Tuesday.

As the rivals sparred with 
seven weeks remaining in 
a close race for the White 
House, two GOP Senate can-
didates — Linda McMahon in 
Connecticut and Scott Brown 
in Massachusetts — publicly 
disavowed Romney’s remarks, 
and Republican officials open-
ly debated the impact a series 
of controversies would have 
on the party’s prospects of 
winning the presidency.

Top Republicans in Con-
gress declined through aides to 
offer their reaction to Romney’s 
remarks —  just as they gener-
ally refrained from comment-
ing a week ago when he issued a 
statement that inaccurately ac-
cused the Obama administra-
tion of giving comfort to dem-
onstrators after they breached 
the U.S. Embassy in Cairo.

The most recent contro-
versy in a campaign filled with 
them was ignited by the emer-

gence of a videotape, made in 
May, in which Romney told 
donors at a fundraiser that  
47 percent of Americans pay 
no income taxes. They “be-
lieve the government has a 
responsibility to care for them 
... believe that they are entitled 
to health care, to food, to hous-
ing, to you name it. That that’s 
an entitlement.” 

He said, “I’ll never convince 
them they should take person-
al responsibility and care for 
their lives.”

In a next-day interview on 
Fox, the network of choice for 
conservatives, Romney said 
he didn’t intend to write off 
any part of a deeply divided 
electorate, including seniors 
who are among those who of-
ten pay no taxes. Instead, he 
repeatedly sought to reframe 
his remarks as a philosophical 
difference of opinion between 
himself and Obama.

“I’m not going to get votes 
from Americans who be-
lieve government’s job is to 
redistribute wealth,” he said, 

adding that was something 
Obama believes in.

He also said he wants to be 
president so he can help hard-
pressed Americans find work 
and earn enough so they be-
come income taxpayers.

Romney didn’t say so, but 
the U.S. income tax is designed 
to be progressive, so those who 
earn the most theoretically pay 
the most. Through programs 
as diverse as Social Security, 
Medicare, health care and 
food stamps, the government 
collects tax revenue and pays 
it out in the form of benefits for 
those who qualify.

Obama responded during 
an appearance on the David 
Letterman show.

“One thing I’ve learned as 
president is that you represent 
the entire country,” he said. As 
for Romney’s statement about 
the 47 percent, he said, “There 
are not a lot of people out there 
who think they are victims” or 
simply entitled.

At the same time, his 
campaign released a new ad 

saying if Romney wins the 
White House, he might seek 
the elimination of a series of
tax breaks used by millions of 
middle-class Americans. 

In Romney’s original reac-
tion to the video, posted by the 
left-leaning magazine Mother 
Jones, he told reporters Mon-
day night his fundraising re-
marks were “not elegantly 
stated.” But he offered no
apologies and did not answer 
directly when asked if he felt
he had offended anyone.

He also called for the re-
lease of the entire video, rath-
er than selected clips, and 
Mother Jones did so Tuesday 
afternoon.

By then, the magazine had 
already posted another ex-
cerpt in which Romney of-
fered an unvarnished assess-
ment of the chances for peace 
in the Middle East. “The Pales-
tinians have no interest what-
soever in establishing peace,”
and “the pathway to peace is 
almost unthinkable to accom-
plish,” he said. 

CAMPAIGN
from 1A

Mitt 
Romney

BY THE NUMBERS
26.6: Florida’s obesity rate today

58.6: Estimated obesity rate in 
Florida by 2030 if progress is not made 
in prevention

4: Collier’s rank among state’s 
healthiest counties

24: Lee’s rank among state’s 
healthiest counties
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