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www.GetBest.com NOW HIRING!

(239) 204-5658
See for yourself, Call us to schedule your 
free A/C estimate

You Won’t Believe
Your Eyes!

A/C Savings so BIG

$78 a monthrebates
Up to $500 in utility rebates

Save Up to
$1,700 on a

New AC System*

Save Up to
$1,700 on a

New AC System*

SALE EXTENDED!SALE EXTENDED!

FREE WATER HE

As low as
$78 a month

manufacturer 
b t

A l
Up to $1,200 in

f t
U t $1 200 i

F WATER HEATERWITH NEW AC!

*16 Seer unit or higher, cleaning limited to new A/C system 
duct work only. Call for details. License EC13005154, 
CA1816868, CFC1429126. Expires 2/15/16

Amajority of the 15-member board ap-
peared to like the ideas, but couldn’t find
a way, legally or politically, to give an eth-
ics board or inspector general’s office the
independence and the power that com-
missioners believe they need to truly
serve as watchdog agencies.

“We want to have a check on the politi-

The Lee County charter board Thurs-
day spiked proposals to create an ethics
board and an inspector general’s office to
monitor the actions and financial deal-
ings of local government.

cal body, but they would have the right to
appoint the ones who will create the
rules,” said commissioner Ismael Her-
nandez, founder of the Freedom and Vir-
tue Institute and former director of the
African Caribbean American Catholic
Center in Fort Myers.

The board had previously supported
the proposals, which seemed destined for
a final round of public hearings before a
final charter board vote and possibly a
referendum vote in the fall. Commission-

ers had wanted to find a way to audit and
monitor the activities of constitutional
officers without their permission as well
as cities within the county, but board
members were frustrated by state law
and the political nature of the approval
process.

The charter board stuck by its plan to
change the county commission to include
five members elected by residents living 

LEE COUNTY

Ethics, inspector general plan dead
Review board keeps proposals to change makeup 
of county commission, streamline charter referendums
PENELOPE OVERTON
POVERTON@NEWS-PRESS.COM

See Charter, Page 5A

World-class wine, all-star chefs and over-the-
top auction lots are coming to Naples this week-
end. The Naples Winter Wine Fest, the most
successful international wine auction in the
world, kicks off festivities Friday with auction
previews and vintner dinners leading up to
Saturday’s live auction.

Before the paddles fly and the bottles go dry,
here are five things to know about the festival.

NAPLES WINTER WINE FESTIVAL

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRESS

One lucky bidder will win the first Rolls-Royce Dawn in the U.S. at the Naples Winter Wine Festival.

Fun and fundraising 

When: Through Sunday

Where: The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples

Cost: packages begin at $10,000 per couple

Benefits: Naples Children & Education Foundation

Website: napleswinefestival.com

Events include tastings, chefs
and chance at new Rolls-Royce

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRESS

Emily and Paul Michael of the Peter Michael Winery are
this year's honored vintners at the Naples Winter Wine
Festival. 

ANNE REED
AREED@NEWS-PRESS.COM

See Festival, Page 10A

No beads at the Shrimp Festival?
With Mardi Gras-style beads turning

up in underground drains on Fort Myers
Beach, officials are asking the public to
rethink a popular tradition at town festi-
vals.

There will be no bead-tossing from
the town float this year “because we
have witnessed the negative effects
they have on our community,” Mayor

Anita Cereceda said, and officials are
asking everyone else to follow suit for
the upcoming Shrimp Festival on March
12.

To be clear, there is no town ban on
beads, she said. No one will get arrested,
ticketed or reprimanded in any way if
they decide to throw necklaces at the
festival.

But as Town Manager Don Stilwell
said, it’s more like “social pressure.”

TRINKET TROUBLE

Mayor calls for tossing
festival’s bead tradition
CODY DULANEY
CDULANEY@NEWS-PRESS.COM

See Beads, Page 5A

TERRY ALLEN WILLIAMS / THE NEWS-PRESS

Leelynn Krekeler, 2, and her mother, Kyle Durham, celebrate the Shrimp Festival Parade in
March 2012 on Fort Myers Beach. The town says it will not toss beads from its float this year.
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Judgment of Paris
The Vintage Cellar Wine Tasting and

Luncheon on Thursday celebrated the
40th anniversary of the Judgment of
Paris and kicked off the wine festival.

In May 1976, Steven Spurrier, a wine
shop owner in Paris, held a blind tasting
for French tasters. The wines were
made from the same kind of grapes; the
difference was where the wines were
grown. Some were French in origin
from historic stock, and others were
from newer vines in California. The
surprise winners were American
wines: a 1973 Chateau Montelena char-
donnay and a 1973 Stag’s Leap Wine
Cellars cabernet sauvignon.

Proprietors of the two winning win-
eries, Bo Barrett of Chateau Montelena
and Ted Baseler of Stag’s Leap Wine
Cellars, hosted the tasting along with
George Taber, author of the best-selling
book the historic event, and Spurrier.

Live auction
On Saturday, 600 people are expect-

ed to attend the live auction at The
Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort in Naples. 

Items up for bid include private
access to Bulgari’s High Jewelry Event
and a private preview of Bulgari’s lat-
est High Jewelry Collection; 14 nights
aboard The World, the largest privately
owned residential yacht in the world;
an exclusive dinner with country music
superstar Martina McBride; and a pri-
vate tour of Versailles followed by a
rare dinner in the apartments of Louis
XV.

The lot to watch is the all-new Rolls-
Royce Dawn, commissioned specifi-
cally for the Naples Winter Wine Festi-
val. The entire first model year of the
Dawn is sold out and the winning bid-
der will receive the first Dawn in North
America. Bespoke tread plates com-
memorate “Build No. 1 for Dawn in
North America.” Build is scheduled for
March with an April delivery.

Wine and food 
2500 wine glasses are

awaiting Saturday’s
event, which will feature
the talents of over 20
world-renowned chefs. 

Chef Rick Tramonto
will return for his sixth
year, this time in the role
of honored Chef de Cui-
sine. Tramonto, a James
Beard Award winner,
partnered with chef John
Folse to open Restaurant
R’evolution in New Or-
leans and Seafood R’evo-
lution in Mississippi. The
two will team up to pre-
pare a meal for one of the
festival’s private vintner
dinners in addition to
participating in Satur-
day’s tastings.

This year’s honored
vintners are Paul and
Emily Michael of the
Peter Michael Winery in
California. Along with
wines that are some of
the most highly rated in
the world, the Peter Mi-
chael Winery has a con-
nection to the Judgment
of Paris, the re-enactment
of which is being held
Thursday. In 1976, Sir
Peter Michael tasted a
bottle of Chateau Mon-
telena, the same wine that
won the blind tasting in
Paris. Instead of enjoying
the California wines from
afar, he purchased a plot
of land and founded his
California winery.

Along with wines from
the honored vintners, 40
wineries will participate
in this year’s festival.

Online auction
For those who aren’t

able to nab an item at the
live auction, or didn’t
attend the festival but
still want to contribute to
the Naples Children &
Education Foundation,
the online auction has
over 50 lots for you. 

Go ice driving in an
Aston Martin, golfing at
Torrey Pines or attend
the James Beard Founda-
tion Awards. For those
that want to stay closer to
home, choose dining ex-
periences from local
restaurants including
Angelina’s Ristorante,
Barbatella Restaurant
and Cote D’Azur Restau-
rant. Bid on pieces from
A. Jaron Fine Jewelry
and William Boyajian for
Port Royal Jewelers cre-

ated exclusively for this event. Wine
lots include offerings from Chateau
Suduiraut and Dalla Valle Vineyards.

The online auction closes Sunday at
11 a.m. Online bidding is open to all;
visit napleswinefestival.com for de-
tails.

Funds raised
Last year, the Naples Winter Wine

Festival raised $12.32 million, bringing
the total raised since 2001 to $135 mil-
lion. 

The Naples Children & Education
Foundation, the founding organization

of the festival, distributed the funds to
area non-profits and three strategic
initiatives in March. Boys & Girls Club
of Collier County, Golisano Children’s
Hospital of SWFL-Naples Clinic, Immo-
kalee Childcare Center and Redlands
Christian Migrant Association were
among 30 non-profits that received
grants totaling $8 million. $3.8 million
funded three strategic initiatives: the
Children’s Vision Initiative, the Chil-
dren’s Out of School Initiative and Chil-
dren’s Hunger Initiative. A committee
of eleven trustees works throughout
the year to decide how to distribute the
funds in a manner that impacts as
many children as possible. 

Festival
Continued from Page 3A

SPECIAL TO NEWS-PRESS

The online auction for the Naples Winter Wine Festival ends Sunday at 11 a.m. Lots include
these earrings from Port Royal Jewelers designed for the event.

By the numbers

1
The first Rolls-Royce Dawn to be delivered in
the U.S. will be up for auction Saturday.

40
The 40th anniversary of The Judgment of
Paris, a legendary blind taste test where Cali-
fornia wines bested their French counterparts,
will be re-enacted at a tasting and luncheon
Thursday.

60
Approximate number of chefs and vintners
showcased at this year’s event.

2500
Wine glasses on hand for Saturday’s live auc-
tion.

11.8 million
Total amount distributed to 30 non-profits
and three initiatives through the Naples Chil-
dren & Education Foundation in 2015.

135 million
The amount raised by the festival since it
began in 2001.


