
16A » WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016 » THE NEWS-PRESS E1

BUY FINE QUALITY FURNITURE  
AT THE FACTORY!

6291 Thomas Road, Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-267-8300 Ext. 357

www.suncoastfurniture.com
Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-4, Sun. Closed

  Proudly made in 
Fort Myers, USA

  Furniture in stock for 
next day delivery

  Save up to 66% 
off retail prices
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Replacement Cushions 
Starting at
$9.99

We invite you to discover why millions of people
have entrusted their hearing to Miracle-Ear.

NORTH NAPLES
The Pavilion

(239) 842-5216

FORT MYERS
Eldorado Plaza

(239) 494-4360

BONITA SPRINGS
Beach Road Plaza 
(239) 330-1391

CAPE CORAL
Winn Dixie Plaza
(239) 249-3440

FORT MYERS
Summerlin Crossing 

(239) 330-6675

SOUTH NAPLES
Hammock Cove Publix 

(230) 206-4576

Voted the BEST Place to Buy
Hearing Aids 16 Years in a Row!

Monday, April 4
7:15 a.m – 4 p.m.
Sanibel Harbour Marriott
Resort & Spa
Fort Myers, Florida
Cost: $40 per person

Presents the

24th Annual

HR Law&
Solutions

Lunch Sponsor

A FULL-SERVICE LAW FIRM SINCE 1924

ADVERTISEMENT

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100 Fort Myers • Bonita Springs • Sanibel • Naples*

Blog: www.swflemploymentlawblog.com

©2016 Henderson Franklin Starnes & Holt, P.A. * By appointment only

Topics will include:
• Employment Law and Legislation

Update
• The Intersection of Immigration and

Employment Law: What You Need to
Know and Probably Don’t

• Welcome to the Company, Please
Sign Here

• You’re From the Government, and
We’re Here to Help

REGISTER ONLINE AT HENLAW.COM BY MARCH 28

For more information, contact
Gail Lamarche, Director of Marketing,
at 239.344.1186 or
gail.lamarche@henlaw.com

• Tips to Recognize, Reduce, and Deal
with Workers’ Compensation Fraud in
the Workplace

• Ego vs. EQ: How Top Business
Leaders Beat Eight Ego Traps with
Emotional Intelligence

• Lawful and Unlawful Use of Social
Media for Hiring and Retention

An employment law seminar for
human resource professionals, supervisors,

and business owners

Breakfast Sponsor

It was an emotional ceremony as
Jameson Gray and Cristian Valiente
were honored for valor for their valiant
but vain attempt to save the life of a 75-
year-old Bonita Springs woman who was
trapped when her Dortsch Road home
erupted into a fierce fireball.

But the anguish of the recollection of
how close they had come to saving Shir-
ley Corrigan — and how close they came
to dying in the attempt — gave way to joy
as the ceremony closed, as Valiente pro-
posed to his girlfriend of two years. 

Santana Elizabeth Torres said yes.
Gray became emotional as the cere-

mony brought back memories of how
desperately he tried to reach the woman,
who he had heard desperately screaming
for help as flames engulfed her home.

Gray came close, and was joined by
Valiente, but the intense flames created
an impenetrable barrier between Shir-
ley Corrigan and the men who would res-

cue her, a barrier that was the difference
between life and death.

Gray and Valiente were themselves
rescued by Lee County sheriff’s depu-
ties, who were also honored by the Bonita
Springs Fire Control and Rescue District
commissioners Monday night.

A different sort of emotion enveloped
families of Corrigan, Gray, and Veliente
moments just after the the men were
awarded medals of honor.

Valiente called Torres, known as Eliz-
abeth, to the front of the room.

“This girl has been with me through
thick and thin,” Veliente said. “I’d love to
ask this lovely young lady of mine, aka
my lioness, to marry me.”

Torres accepted.
“It was just shocking to me,” Torres

told The News-Press later. “It was a real-
ly big surprise, I was not ready.”

Also honored at the ceremony were
Lee County deputies Sergeant James Bo-
gliole, Deputy Kristen Ridenour and Lt.
Brian Prezespolewski for their roles at
the fire scene.

BONITA SPRINGS
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Friends and family honor Cristian Valiente and Jameson Gray, top center with plaques, for
risking their lives in a rescue attempt. The duo themselves were saved through the efforts of
Deputy Kristen Ridenour, Lt. Brian Przespolewski and Sergeant James Bogliole, at top left. 

Bonita hero proposes
after being honored
BILL SMITH
BSMITH@NEWS-PRESS.COM

Funds raised by the Naples Winter Wine Fest were
awarded to over 30 Collier County children’s charities
and four strategic initiatives Monday in Naples.

Trustees of the Naples Children & Education Foun-
dation distributed more than $11 million in grants dur-
ing the annual ceremony at the Bay Colony Golf Club in
Naples.

The grants committee, comprised of 11 trustees,
works throughout the year to determine fund distribu-
tion and follow-up with grantees throughout the year.

“My heartfelt thanks to all of the Festival’s guests
and winning bidders who make our work possible,” said
Susie McCurry, 2016 Grant Committee Chair, in a news
release. “Because of the generosity, the Naples Chil-
dren & Education Foundation’s far-reaching impact is
positively changing the lives of children and their fam-
ilies.”

Four strategic initiatives will receive $4.4 million.
The NCEF’s Early Learning Initiative, which was this
year’s Fund-A-Need at the Naples Winter Wine Fest,
will receive $1 million. The Children’s Mental Health
Initiative was granted $2.9 million, Children’s Oral
Health Initiative will receive $260,000 and Children’s
Out of School Initiative will get $200,000.

More than 30 organizations were granted $6.6 mil-
lion to provide services and continue working with un-
derprivileged children in Southwest Florida. Those or-
ganizations include ABLE Academy, Big Brothers Big
Sisters of the Sun Coast, Collier Child Care Resources,
Conservancy of Southwest Florida, Golisano Children’s
Museum of Naples, Greater Naples YMCA, Guadalupe
Center, Immokalee Child Care Center, Special Olym-
pics and the Shelter for Abused Women & Children.

For information on the Naples Children & Education
Foundation, visit napleswinefestival.com.

NAPLES WINTER WINE FEST

$11 million distributed
to Collier County
children’s charities 
ANNE REED
AREED@NEWS-PRESS.COM

Lisa
Highlight


