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BEST
OF THE
BEST

OUR PICKS FOR THE MOST NOTABLE MOMENTS OF 2012

IF THE MAYANS ARE CORRECT AND PLANET EARTH

is just weeks away from its end, at least Neapolitans

can rest easy knowing we went out with a bang. 2012

has been a terrific year. The glittering galas were as fantas-

tic as ever — as if someone forgot to tell Naples that the

country is actually in a recession. New venues and themes

stole our hearts and our pocketbooks, while tender mo-

ments during donation award ceremonies reminded us why

it is we party so hard.

In 2012, social life collided with social good in a big

way, and we couldn’t let the end of the year slip by without

reliving at least a few of our favorite moments. So what do

you get when you put a dozen Naples Daily News editors in

a room and ask them to agree on their favorite moments

from the past year? The answer is a lot of opinions and

one heck of a list for the Best of the Best from 2012.

by Anne Claire Shilton
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In 2005 the L.I.F.E. Academy in Fort Myers

opened its doors with just six students. This year,

the academy, a charter school serving students

with developmental disabilities, graduated its larg-

est class ever with several of the school’s original

six students graduating. “It was very bittersweet,”

said school principal Lynn Pottorf, adding, “you’re

happy to see them move on, but you’ve become so

close over the years.”

As each student came up to the stage, another stu-

dent tagged along. This was the graduate’s “tassel

turner,” someone the graduating student had hand-

selected to perform this time-honored graduation rit-

ual. “The students start talking about choosing their

tassel turner years before graduation,” says Pottorf,

“It’s usually done by their best friend.”

Naples Winter Wine Festival Chairperson,

Joan Clifford stewed for weeks over com-

ing up with a theme for the annual event.

“It’s the first thing you have to do as chair,

but whatever theme you come up with, you

have to be able to come up with variations

on that theme for the smaller sub events.

I dwelled and dwelled on the theme for about

two months,” Clifford admits.

But what she eventually came up with was

magic. Literally magic.

“I thought about what we do and I thought,

we put a lot of magic into a lot of lives. And

I wanted to do something that would be kid

inclusive because it’s all about the kids,” she

says. The “Believe in Magic” theme translated

perfectly to the private vintner dinners and the

Thursday night VIP party. At the annual Meet

the Kids Day, youngsters performed magic

tricks for guests wearing the top hats and

wands they’d been given by the foundation.

“The kids really got into it; there was an autis-

tic child who never spoke and he spoke while

doing magic, it was really heartwarming.”

BEST INSPIRING
MOMENT
GOODWILL L.I.F.E. ACADEMY’S
GRADUATION CEREMONY

Graduate Tiffany Chantaca explodes with joy before the graduation ceremony. In total, the Goodwill L.I.F.E.

academy graduated eight students with six of those from the academy’s inaugural class.
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BEST THEME
NAPLES WINTER WINE FESTIVAL

— BELIEVE IN MAGIC

Volunteers work the floor during the auction at the 2012 Naples Winter Wine Festival

at The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort in North Naples on Saturday, Jan. 28, 2012. This year’s

theme was “Believe in Magic.” photo: Tristan Spinski


