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Letters

EDITORIALOPINION

Area becoming eyesore

County Barn Road is off Davis Boulevard just
before you come to Collier Boulevard. It was heavily
wooded and quite beautiful up until the Collier County
Planning Commission (CCPC) rubber-stamped the
Avalon project. Every inch of forest was leveled to
make way for this ugly housing project. 

Now the CCPC has again rubber-stamped another
project on County Barn Road, this time for low-cost
housing. Again, this wooded 48 acres will be reduced
to dirt because nobody saw fit to protect this land 20
years ago. 

The CCPC has never met a developer it didn’t like.
Woods are referred to as lot numbers. It takes the true
meaning of this forest and reduces it to a number.
With all the high-priced lawyers in the planning meet-
ings, there isn’t a prayer for anyone to stop any kind
of development, no matter what the environmental
cost.

Where are all the animals going to go? Guess what?
You can’t make tax revenue worrying about animals. 

I’m sure many people would have liked to object to
this treatment of our forest, but it takes time, energy
and patience to go to these meetings and most people
can’t wait two to five hours before they can be heard.
The planning commission knows this and so do the
lawyers. 

Our future generations are being robbed right in
front of our eyes, yet there’s no justice in this process.
To lose these wooded acres is to doom Naples into
becoming another eyesore.

Eric Gross, Naples

Trump impeachment unwarranted

To the 42 percent who want to impeach President
Donald Trump, I have news for you. You cannot im-
peach a sitting president just because you don’t like
him; otherwise, former President Barack Obama
would have been gone long before his dreadful eight
years of occupying the White House had ended.

Get over it liberals. You lost. Hillary Clinton was
trounced and thank goodness for that.

Michael R. Adler, Fort Myers

Overcoming obstructionists a priority

The liberals just don’t get it. We don’t care who the
president is as long as there is an “R” next to his or
her name. It could have been any one of the 16 candi-
dates running against Donald Trump. We needed a
Republican president in the White House to keep
another Clinton out and fulfill the Republican agenda.

Another Democrat in the White House would not
secure our borders, create meaningful jobs, revise the
tax code to spur the economy, defeat ISIS, repair race
relations, prevent Iran and North Korea from devel-
oping nuclear weapons and make us free from foreign
oil. No, it would have been an extension of the failed
Obama years had Hillary Clinton been elected.

If the Republicans can overcome the Democrat
obstructionists, we could make America great again.

Diane Miranda, Naples

Tainted editorial

I was amazed at the recent Naples Daily News
editorial “kick” that “Marco Island City Council has
again botched its handling of the employment of a city
manager.” And I have no idea how they were able to
determine he “was the best available flesh-and-bones
candidate in the nation.”

Yes, the council could have done a better job in the
hiring process, but how does an experienced attorney
with three years’ experience as a deputy county ad-
ministrator, with no direct oversight of police, fire or
utility operations (key responsibilities) become the
best available candidate in the nation? These key
responsibilities were pointed out, but your editorial
found them not to be an “articulated well-reasoned
argument” that the candidate “wasn’t the best.” In-
teresting.

Also, saying “its hired headhunting firm did its job
in delivering the best available crop of semifinalists”
is unbelievable. Yes, it did provide nine semifinalists

to review, two of whom it identified as second tier
along with one having a background of abuse and
another of harassment. Two others were eliminated
because the recruiter failed to adequately explain
how eliminating one candidate’s state income taxes
would have brought his income within the stated sala-
ry range and whether another candidate’s resignation
was only political or had any substance.

Another was eliminated for lack of relevant experi-
ence – a key element in the final candidate not being
hired. That left two – one of which withdrew.

Furthermore, implying that two council members’
votes were “tainted by their prior allegiance” to the
former city manager is not only disgraceful but raises
the question as to whether your editorial was “taint-
ed” by your opinion of the candidate.

William Flasche , Marco Island

Abusing the Constitution

It is not just the fundamentalist Christians who are
allowed to abuse the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution with their blatant and dangerous beliefs
about evolution. lt is also the plethora of pornogra-
phers on the internet and the Hollywood violence
peddlers. They are no less dangerous than the evolu-
tion deniers since just as “what monkey sees, monkey
does,” so too it is with Americans.

Or so it certainly seems.
I defy anyone to come up with any solid and incon-

trovertible scientific proof that it is otherwise.
Kenneth Carson, Naples

Fake or created news

In the July 24 Naples Daily News, you ran an arti-
cle with the following headline: “Poll: Americans split
42 percent-42 percent on impeaching Trump.”

Anyone reading past the headline will find, in para-
graph two of the article, “While no serious effort is
now underway in Congress to impeach Trump ....”

Does this come under the category of “fake news”
or is it an attempt to create the news?

Phil Magnarella, Naples

Preserve Johnson Amendment

If House Republicans succeed in their efforts to
gut the Johnson Amendment to the U.S. tax code, it
would open the door for big-money donors and politi-
cal interest groups to pressure and manipulate our
nation’s churches and charities.

Without this amendment, big donors would have
free rein to use institutions meant for the social good
to funnel unlimited amounts of money into political
elections in secret and get a tax break for doing it. 

The Johnson Amendment is crucial to upholding
the integrity of our churches, our charities and our
elections. House Republicans should not gut it.

Carol Yates, Naples

Trump’s tweets effective

The press was absolutely essential to disseminate
information when newspapers were the only source of
information.

The press was less essential when radio became a
source of information and fireside chats by President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt communicated his
thoughts and policies directly to the public and almost
of no value when the internet became a source of
information and even a problem for the press when
the information from the press was secondhand, false
or biased.

A side effect was that the status and entitlement
attitude of the reporters/journalists became a prob-
lem for them as the public no longer needed to rely on
them for information that was directly available from
the source.

Consider President Donald Trump’s tweets as
equivalent to Roosevelt’s fireside chats. A Democratic
president may have been the first president to use the
latest means of communication, but it has been re-
fined by Trump by his using the latest means today to
communicate his thoughts to his fellow Americans.

Ray Eifler, Bonita Springs

A
sk any local resident or frequent visitor what
makes Collier County a special place and
you’ll likely get some common responses.

There’s the weather, miles of public beach-
es and resplendent sunsets. Collier has out-

standing restaurants and resorts: how many commu-
nities have two Ritz-Carltons? Other responses may
identify excellent cultural arts, philanthropy and
living close to nature, from the western Everglades
to the Gordon River Greenway.

We have two other answers we submit should be
included. One is the array of nonprofits and founda-
tions working to improve the quality of life of all
Collier residents. Another is the ability of those
organizations to collaborate with government and
business to tackle community concerns.

Such is the case with the heretofore behind-the-
scenes work the past two years of a blossoming
network called Future Ready Collier, drawing to-
gether about 40 organizations and public agencies to
address two goals with broad implications.

One goal is to ensure all children are ready for
kindergarten. The second is to make sure those
finishing school will graduate on track to earn a
degree or credential for employment.

At the network’s website — futurereadycollier.
org — you can learn about the challenges ahead (for
example, 34 percent of children aren’t ready for
kindergarten), its goals and criteria for measuring
progress, and how to get involved.

Getting started

Champions For Learning, the nonprofit education
foundation in Collier that is facilitating the team-
work, was one of six initial partners that agreed to
work together on these educational matters in June
2015. Others were Collier County Public Schools,
Community Foundation of Collier County, Greater
Naples Chamber of Commerce, United Way of Col-
lier County and the Naples Children & Education
Foundation, sponsors of the Naples Winter Wine
Festival.

The initiative has gained leadership steam since,
with dozens of other organizations joining in, Lisa
Church, vice president of Champions For Learning,
recently told our editorial board.

It’s an extraordinary lineup for bringing about
significant change to the benefit of Collier children
of all ages. Participants range from some of the
most celebrated early childhood agencies in Collier
to Southwest Florida’s impressive lineup of higher
education institutions.

Future Ready Collier complements key compo-
nents of the A-grade school district’s strategic plan,
schools Superintendent Kamela Patton told our edi-
torial board.

“It’s a big lift to have all these folks working to-
gether,” she said.

Don’t expect those involved in this network to be
all talk, no action. Although still in its relative in-
fancy, Church points to an early measurable success
of seeing an increase in the percentage of high
school students completing the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA. It’s gone from 43
percent in July 2016 to 53 percent by a year later.

What’s ahead?

With two years in the books to establish mutual
trust and build collaboration, the network now is
splitting into eight teams. Each will home in on a key
topic. These are weighty challenges.

One group, for example, is to address funding for
early learning and another is looking at the quality
of provider programs. Parents well know how diffi-
cult it is to find quality, affordable early childhood
care in Collier and how long the wait can be; Dawn
Montecalvo of Guadalupe Center told us its waiting
list hit 400. Enticing pre-K teachers into the histori-
cally low-paying profession creates challenges.
Florida SouthWestern State College is helping ex-
plore strategies, such as internships and job-related
commitments for those who attain degrees.

On the post-high school side, the chamber is help-
ing lead a group looking at workplace learning and
internships. The available talent pool is the No. 1
issue for Collier businesses, chamber chief exec-
utive Michael Dalby told our editorial board. Ap-
proaches the team identifies will be key for provid-
ing a qualified workforce for employers. Intern-
ships at area businesses might entice local students
to stay in our marketplace so we’re not exporting
our talent after investing in their education.

Local residents and frequent visitors may just be
getting an early education about Future Ready Col-
lier, but it holds great promise to graduate into one
of the community’s identifiable assets.

Future Ready Collier
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